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Message from the Chairman

May I wish you all a very Happy New Year.  The year has not begun well weather-wise, but let’s hope that this means there will be improvement as the year continues.  I hope to see as many of you as possible at the forthcoming AGM and those who can’t make it at some of our other events during the year.
Best wishes
Mark 
Annual subscriptions are now due, if you haven’t paid already, John Travis eagerly awaits your cheque.
Responsible use of Pesticides

We were amazed recently to find that not everyone knows the answer to the question “What is a Pesticide?”.  
One would have thought that since the Control of Pesticide Regulations came into force in 1986 under the Food & Environment Protection Act (yes it was 25 years ago!!) that everyone involved with agriculture and related industries would be able to answer the question easily.  But that is not the case, as the results of a recent survey found.
Most people know that insecticides and fungicides are pesticides, but some of the others are less obvious it seems, for example - herbicides, weed killer, slug pellets, rodenticides, and seed treatments.  
All of the above must have a current approval for storage or use.  Getting it wrong can be harmful, not just to the environment but to your profits as well – because cross compliance payments can be reduced, and you could also find yourself on the wrong side of the law.
So how can you tell if a product is approved or not – The Chemicals Regulation Directorate provides a free online database where you can search by the active ingredient, product name or MAPP number.  Go to www.pesticides.gov.uk 
All farmers, growers and others, who use pesticides in their business, should make an annual check on the  pesticides in their store to ensure that they are still approved for use.  
Oh and by the way - ignorance is not acceptable as a defence if you are caught out.
Maybe you need to consider whether a refresher course in the Safe Use of Pesticides would be a good idea, or if you do not hold a current certificate of competence, then now is the time to put our name down for the next course.
HSE Initiative Make the Promise Campaign www.hse.gov.uk/agriculture/makethepromise
If you have read any of the trade journals or magazines lately, or even watched television adverts, you must have seen something of the latest HSE initiative the recent to MAKE THE PROMISE.  
Did you send for your string bows, to tie on farm gates or fences as a reminder to yourself, to Come Home Safe?   More importantly – did you USE them?

Some of you may have seen a recent article in one of the papers featuring a young man who urges YOU to make that promise to yourself.   James Chapman now 27 had his arm torn from its socket in an horrific accident in January 2005 when he was only 23.  Having been brought up on a small family farm, he was then running his own contracting business.  
Whilst out on a job, he leaned over the tractor to sort out a machinery problem, when the PTO caught the fluorescent safety vest he was wearing.  He says that in a split second, the vest was wrapped around the shaft, he was flung right over the tractor and his shirt and jumper were ripped off – and his left arm gone as well.  His arm could not be restored.  
James suffered tremendous personal difficulties as a result of that accident, but he is a very remarkable and resilient lad and he bounced back.   Today, YFC members across the country are proud to have James as one of the current two National Vice Chairmen. 
James’ message is

“Be careful! Never use tractors or machinery with unguarded PTO’s in any circumstance, switch off the machinery if you need to make checks.   If you are tempted to rush into an urgent job, stop, take stock and measure the cost of cutting a corner against the risk of losing a limb or even your life.  It just isn’t worth it.  Once the unexpected happens, there is no going back.” 

Quality Control System for Landscapers and Contractors
Have you been asked to demonstrate your company's health, safety, environmental and quality capabilities?

Achilles is an independent company which carries out pre-tender qualification checks on contractors and hold a database of this information called ‘UDBV’ for National Government bodies and Utility companies to use when looking for contractors to carry out work.  Established in 1996, UVDB (Utilities Vendor Database) is now recognised as the standard for supplier pre-qualification within the Utilities Sector. This registration and pre-qualification system is used by all major UK Utilities to source their suppliers and contractors.   The extension to that scheme, Verify, was launched in 2001 and is used to further qualify suppliers through a full audit of their Safety, Health, Environment and Quality (SHEQ) capabilities, both in the office and on site.
Overall, UVDB and Verify are used by over 80 organisations including Utilities, principal contractors and other purchasing entities.   Over 30 Utilities and more than 35 of their contracting partners use the system to qualify their supply chain through a standard assessment of their management systems and site performance. 

Achilles works to identify, qualify, evaluate and monitor suppliers on behalf of major organisations worldwide.  They build and support buyer-supplier communities in many industry sectors, creating unique and powerful global networks. Their services for sustainable procurement help create opportunities for business and reduce risk in the supply chain.
One of the WLTG landscaping members, K P Sumner Ltd, have  recently achieved a huge improvement in their Achilles Verification score on Health & Safety, Environment and Quality both in their Management System and on Site Operations.

Achilles works to identify, qualify, evaluate and monitor suppliers on behalf

KP Sumner Ltd has been members of Achilles as a supplier since 2001 and as a verified supplier since 2006.  In their recent audit they achieved the following scores:
Health and Safety:
93.5%  
Environment:

89.7%

Quality:

85.7%

We congratulate them on their success.  

Mike Sumner said
“Much of what we as a company have achieved in this audit, has come about directly because 
of the training we have been able to access via the WLTG over many years”

Now Over To You

Do any of our other members have a success story to share with us?  If so, we would love to hear about it.  Get in touch and share your experiences and achievements.
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